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Indiana County Government is going on the offensive in anticipation of the possibility that the Indiana General Assembly might consider legislation to do away with many county elected offices. The Association of Indiana Counties Executive Director David Bottorff says no state officials have endorsed such a plan, but it was a recommendation in the Shepard-Kernan report on local government modernization. The Commission was created by Governor Daniels last summer after property taxes in some communities saw big increases. Bottorff says it’s important to note that no data has been provided that would point to increased efficiencies with the elimination of elected officeholders, who are accountable to the public. He also points out that county government, on average, only accounts for about 20-percent of property taxes Bottorff says that in many cases, appointed officials demand higher salaries than elected officials.. For more information, log onto www.indianacounties.org.

1. : 21   OC: “few people.”
Intro: Association of Indiana Counties Executive Director David Bottorff says county government has evolved much since the state constitution was written. For example, in the late 1800’s, there were concerns about not enough checks and balances….which led to the creation of County Councils.
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http://www.aicpodcast.org/files/David_Bottorff_SKreport_1 .mp3
2. :   18   OC: “…need them.”
Intro: Association of Indiana Counties Executive Director David Bottorff says they are anticipating the possibility that the Indiana General Assembly might consider legislation to do away with many county elected offices.
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3. : 21    OC: “…most efficient.” (fast out)
Intro: Association of Counties Indiana Executive Director David Bottorff says in many cases, appointed officials demand much higher salaries than people in elected offices.
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4. :   21   OC: “…those proposals.”
Intro: Association of Indiana Counties Executive Director David Bottorff has not heard specifically from the governor on the recommendation to eliminate many county elected offices. However, he says the governor has supported many of the recommendations.
(Alternative ending at :12 seconds with OC: “property taxes.”)


Or paste the following link in your web browser: 
http://www.aicpodcast.org/files/David_Bottorff_SKreport_4.mp3
-0-
(Rip and Read story…including soundbite. Be sure to download sound into your system before airing. Playing directly from cut sheet will result in a delay.)

Indiana County Government is going on the offensive in anticipation of the possibility that the Indiana General Assembly might consider legislation to do away with many county elected offices. Association of Indiana Counties Executive Director David Bottorff says county government has evolved much since the state constitution was written. For example, in the late 1800’s, there were concerns about not enough checks and balances….which led to the creation of County Councils.
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Bottorff says no state officials have endorsed such a plan, but it was a recommendation in the Shepard-Kernan report on local government modernization – a commission which was put into place by the governor after some communities saw large increases in property taxes last year.
